Resolution regarding the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Supplement to the Reconnaissance Report on the Great Lakes Navigation System Review





Whereas since the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has studied expanding the Great Lakes Navigation System and St. Lawrence Seaway physically and seasonally, at least four times and is now engaged in the fifth such study, and





Whereas the traffic projections and economic benefits of the system have fallen far short of original predictions projected in the above mentioned Corps reports, and





Whereas concerns associated with the system have been articulated in a 2002 resolution, and





Whereas the Corps's current supplement to the Great Lakes Navigation System Reconnaissance Report (Supplement Report) will “further document the current, or as-it-is-to-date, condition”, “provide baseline data for the environment, engineering features and economic conditions of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway”, and “focus on the actions and associated costs required to maintain the system in its current configuration for the period 2010 to 2060”, and





Whereas a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed between the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Canadian Ministry of Transport promising to “enhance collaboration and cooperation to ensure the continued viability of the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway”, but the administrative and financial role of the Canadian government has not yet been publicly defined.





Therefore be it resolved that Great Lakes United urges Congress to require full Canadian participation in the design and implementation of the Supplement Report as a condition of further funding, and





Be it further resolved that Great Lakes United urges Congress to require the Corps to work with other federal agencies and the Canadian government to agree on binational goals and objectives of the Supplement Report, including the following:





To assess cumulative environmental damage and socioeconomic losses related to past commercial navigation system construction and operation, and


To assess the engineering needs, economic benefits, and environmental and socioeconomic costs, both indirect and cumulative, associated with maintaining the current commercial navigation system, and  


·	To examine the national and regional socioeconomic justification and environmental consequences of continuing foreign commercial shipping through the Great Lakes ecosystem, and





Be it further resolved that Congress should require that Supplement Report include: 


Economic, environmental and social components based on basic principles of sustainable development, and performed by expert and independent entities.


Assessments of the economic and environmental impacts of the Great Lakes Navigation System and St. Lawrence Seaway according to:


 Period (from 1959 to date, and from 2010 to 2060), and 


Type of shipping (domestic, regional and foreign commercial shipping)


·	Costs of providing security associated with foreign ships’ continued access to the freshwater Great Lakes, and





Be it further resolved that Congress should: 


Include Canada, the states, provinces and the public in the design and implementation of all components of the study, and


Clearly define and describe how consultation will occur with First Nations and tribes on a nation-to-nation basis,and





Be it further resolved that Congress require that the Supplement Report and final reconnaissance report be reviewed by a binational panel of experts to be selected by a body clearly independent of the Corps (such as the Canadian Auditor General and Commissioner of Environment and Sustainable Development, the U.S. General Accounting Office, the National Academy of Sciences or Royal Society) before the United States consider financial support of any subsequent study stage, and





Be it further resolved that the government of Canada require the above conditions before considering any financial support.
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