Enabling Advanced Renewable Tariffs in Ontario

 

Whereas the “RFP” tendering or bidding process is a cumbersome, expensive, and often non-transparent mechanism for developing local, community-owned renewable power projects and
 

Whereas farmers and community cooperatives cannot raise capital to build renewable power projects without a firm contract for their electricity generation sufficient to repay debt and operating costs and
 

Whereas farmers and community-based projects also face disproportionate barriers in gaining access to the grid and

 

Whereas, for all practical purposes, farmers and cooperatives are prohibited from participating in and benefiting from the development of renewable energy in Ontario and
 

Whereas farmers, cooperatives, and other forms of community power projects can make a substantial contribution to the supply of electricity in the province and
 

Whereas Advanced Renewable Tariffs have successfully stimulated rapid development of renewable energy in Europe and
 

Whereas there is a need for a simple, clear, and transparent mechanism separate from any bidding or tendering for renewable power development, a mechanism that will enable farmers and cooperatives to develop renewable power projects in Ontario, and
 

Whereas the development of legislation to create the Ontario Power Authority, the Ontario Conservation Secretariat, and related initiatives offers an unparalleled opportunity for the province and its citizens,
 

Be it therefore resolved that Great Lakes United call on the Government of the Province of Ontario to 1) introduce Advanced Renewable Tariffs as a mechanism to foster the rapid development of farmer-, cooperative-, and locally owned renewable power projects and 2) direct the Lieutenant Governor in Council to

· Define qualifying projects by capacity, technology, and form of ownership or capital structure
· Institute Advanced Renewable Tariffs that guarantee a minimum price for a minimum term to qualifying projects
· Set allowable charges and requirements applicable to transmitters and distributors for evaluating, connecting to, and providing service to qualifying projects, and
· Direct transmitters and distributors to 1) issue standard contracts for interconnection written in clear language, and 2) guarantee the right of interconnection within a maximum of three months from receipt of a request for interconnection.
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE JUNE 6, 2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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