Chemical Policy

Whereas the chemical industry in North America has a long history of widespread use of chemicals, such as DDT, PCBs and CFCs, discovered after decades to pose serious hazards to human health and the environment and

Whereas recent polling data shows that most North Americans mistakenly believe that their government routinely tests chemicals used in consumer products to make sure they are safe and

Whereas recent studies demonstrate that many chemicals used in everyday consumer products such as perfluorinated compounds used in Teflon pans, phthalates used in plastics including medical supplies and children’s toys, cosmetics, and brominated flame retardants used in foams, fabrics and electronic goods are accumulating in human blood, mothers’ breast milk, and even in the bodies of arctic polar bears and

Whereas an estimated 95 percent of chemicals in commerce today lack basic testing data on potential health and environmental impacts and in the United States alone some 3,000 chemicals are produced in quantities of at least one million pounds per year, while approximately another 4,000 chemicals are registered daily with the Chemical Abstract Service and
Whereas industrial and agricultural chemicals are found in everyday products from floor cleaners and hair care products to perfumes and food, with many of these chemicals accumulating in humans, in wildlife, and in remote ecoregions worldwide, while the number of chemicals associated with developmental, reproductive, and neurological effects in humans and wildlife is growing, even as basic information on the health and environmental hazards of the vast majority of chemicals in commerce today is simply not available and

Whereas in Europe, a major overhaul of chemicals policy by the European Commission is now in full swing, with profound implications for business and the environment far beyond the European Union and
Whereas the proposed European Commission’s chemical legislation will oblige industry to provide safety data on the chemicals it sells, including “no data,” no access to the market and

Whereas the proposed European Commission’s chemical legislation represents a major advance in consumer, environmental, and worker protection over the current legislation in North America,

Therefore be it resolved that Great Lakes United endorse the principles behind the original proposal for Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals (REACH) legislation in Europe and 

Be it further resolved that Great Lakes United endorse and advocate the need for the similar legislation in Canada and the United States.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE JUNE 6, 2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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