A Resolution on Artificial Reefs for Restoration of Fish Habitat


 


Whereas artificial reefs can be a legitimate fishery management tool to enhance productivity of fish and other aquatic organisms, restore or create fish habitat, or to enhance fishing opportunities within a sustainability framework, and


 


Whereas artificial reefs potentially can contribute to over exploitation of vulnerable fish stocks by attracting them to a known location, and


 


Whereas artificial reefs also can become attractants to undesirable invasive species, such as the zebra mussels, round goby, etc., and


 


Whereas disposal of waste and mitigation of unrelated resource takings can become motives for artificial reef creation under the guise of habitat or fishery enhancement or creation, and 


 


Whereas there is insufficient information regarding long-term effectiveness of artificial reefs as a fishery management technique in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River, and


 


Whereas recreational divers and other users often use fish habitat as a justification for purposefully sinking decommissioned ships and other waste materials in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River.





Therefore be it resolved that  Great Lakes United supports and prioritizes the restoration of natural reefs and aquatic habitat that have been destroyed or degraded due to human activity over the construction of artificial reefs, and


 


Further be it resolved that Great Lakes United urges jurisdictions to incorporate into their respective policies the elements of the International Artificial Reef Policy Statement and Guidelines for Artificial Reefs in the Great Lakes (GLFC, Spec. Publ. 90-2), including but not limited to the following guidelines:





·	No materials will be used for the development of artificial reefs until such materials have been proven environmentally acceptable (i.e., non-toxic and non-hazardous) by the responsible agency through environmental review procedures (environmental impact statements, permit review, etc,).





·	Clear benefit to fisheries must be demonstrated, without deleterious environmental effects or undue interference with other beneficial uses of the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and connecting waterways.





·	The jurisdiction or agency where an artificial reef is proposed will notify other jurisdictions on the same lake in the spirit of cooperation and coordination as stated in the "Strategic Great Lakes Fishery Management Plan".





·	All reef projects should be considered experimental and require long-term evaluation, including physical, biological, and socio-economic aspects, to determine whether the objectives of the reef have been met.





·	Reef materials should resemble natural substrate.





·	Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River jurisdictions should develop policies and regulations on the dumping of waste materials in the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River for solid waste disposal and as destinations for recreational diving.
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