Water Withdrawal Protections

Whereas water availability is critical to the economic security and quality of life of people who live in the Great Lakes basin and

Whereas water quantities and flows are critical to all habitats and

Whereas a thirsty world will eventually look to the 20 percent of the world’s fresh surface water contained in the Great Lakes and

Whereas domestic and international trade rules may eventually limit regional sovereignty over Great Lakes waters, unless their management is conservation-oriented, and

Whereas removal of water from a watershed is harmful to the functioning of that watershed’s ecosystem, and

Whereas the great majority of damage to the basin ecosystem related to water withdrawals is caused by withdrawals for in-basin use,

Therefore be it resolved that Great Lakes United calls on the governors and premiers of the Great Lakes basin to rapidly conclude their negotiations for an agreement pursuant to the principles of the Great Lakes Charter Annex (Annex 2001) and agree to a common system across the basin portion of all eight states and two provinces for managing human withdrawal and use of basin waters such that the basin ecosystem is protected, improved, and restored, and 

Be it further resolved that this new system maximize public participation, including public involvement in the setting of regulations, provision of notice and opportunity for comment on all proposed withdrawals, and access to all documents related to proposed and permitted withdrawals, and

Be it further resolved that this new common system and its rules effectively prevent diversions and, as promised in Annex 2001, require all water withdrawal proposals to promote water conservation; prevent ecosystem harm, whether individually or cumulatively; and affirmatively improve and restore the basin ecosystem; and

Be it finally resolved that this new common system, its rules, and its final decisions, be effectively enforceable, both by basin governments and, as a last resort, by citizens.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GREAT LAKES UNITED AT THE JUNE 6, 2004 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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