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'Cunhnmhdhut,

Nonngtth S. ﬁ%m“mﬂh&w[&u“ﬁuw
Agreement, which establishes 1. policy framewark for action, incloding the goal of virtual
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and znimals exposed to it, and
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the U.S. cnwmnmcm,and .

Noting that the contribution ofCanadianmed’ml waste incinerators is similarly large, and
Whereas the United States Environmental Protection Agency has acknowledged that small '

incinerators are unregulated and are likely important contributors to dioxm loading i the _
U.S,, and downwind in Canada. and

Whereas the United States Eqvironmemal Protection Agency has calcylaied that medical
waste incinerators are the fourth largest source of anthropogenic mercury to the

environment, and

Whereas the contribution of Canadian medical waste incinerators is similarly large, and

Whereas recent regulations issued by the Environmental Protection Agency m the United

States fall far short of the goal of virtual elimination of persistent toxic substances, and do
not represent best available comrol technology, and

Whereas zlternatives 10 incineration are well establishied, cost effective, safe and effective,

© and are used by many institutions, and

Whereas alternative products are available whick do not create and release persisient toxic
compounds when disposed. and
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the IC; inclnding the following recommendation” “The Parties, in cotisuitation with
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- medical waste incmerators,

| Thutﬁmebekmanhndthﬂ(ianlahu!hﬁn&',
Become an official member of the internationsl Heaith Care Without Harm Coalition, and

Share the goals and nssion of the coalition incinding:

« Promoting comprehensive pollution prevention practices

. Shnpxﬂng&wdanhpmunamhnwofumuuumutﬂhsd%nmumdajodmdhgyuﬁ
products

Eﬂuunmgandnﬁbnnmghuﬂhcuennunwmn&"

Eliminating the nonessentizl incerpation of medical waste

Phasing out the use of PVC plastics and persistent toxic chemicals

Phasing out the use of mercury in the health care industry
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Submitted by the Clean Production Task Foroe, June, 1998
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